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A Thousand Birds
The king of a faraway land lives in a palace, lonely in its luxury. It’s only the sounds of birds 
singing that can still take him beyond the palace walls and bring a smile to his face. One 
night, he hears a very special song, and he wants to listen to it over and over again – day 
and night, day after day. The king gives his order to catch the singing bird and to cage it. 
But caged, the tiny bird of paradise does not sing. Servants keep bringing more birds and 
they make a new, even larger, and more beautiful cage but still, the birds will not sing. The 
king’s last hope is a poor boy from the outskirts of town. All he has is a cage and a bird, 
singing beautifully in it. What is his secret?

Reviews

Andreja Peklar’s story draws from the deep chest 
of Sufi literature, weaving a beautiful tale of love 
and freedom. As both author and illustrator, she 
equally renders the story with words, colours, and 
visual images she has selected, making feelings 
and emotions ebb and intertwine from page to 
page – solitude, longing, melancholy, despair, 
hope, beauty, love, and the rainbow flight of 
happiness …

Maja Črepinšek for Moj malček

In her typically poetic pictorial and literary language, 
Andreja Peklar presents us with a beautiful story of 
the meaning of freedom, of both body and mind – 
which we all, humans as well as animals, need like 
oxygen. Vivid colours into which she clothes the 
fantastic world of the birds of paradise and the 
king, invite us to explore what freedom means to 
us and our children, where we are looking for it, 
and were we finally find it.

Alenka Štrukelj in literary blog Literarna lekarna



Andreja Peklar
has devoted herself to illustrating for children and her work can be seen in several 
picture books, text books and magazines for children. She has been the recipient of 
several Slovenian and international awards. Recently she has focused more on writing 
and illustrating her own books - three have been awarded with the Kristina Brenkova 
Award for original Slovene picture book. Moreover, several of Peklar’s titles were 
recognised by the lnternational Youth Library in Munich and included in the prestigious 
White Ravens Catalogue, as well as in the lBBY Honour List, and have received 
numerous other awards and nominations.

NEW

Details:
Picture book
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: Croatia, North Macedonia, Turkey

Selling points:
In poetic language, this dainty story tells of freedom, subtly encouraging us 
to give thought to nature and to the living creatures around us. All Andreja 
Peklar’s original picture books open up questions of acceptance and 
difference, through a wonderful combination of words and remarkable, 
complementary illustrations.



Pupa
Our Pupa is small and green, and has red cheeks. She is very adventurous and curious. 
After receiving a letter from her brother, she bids farewell to her little sisters and sets out on 
a journey. Have you seen her? Her journey is as dangerous as it is exciting, and even though 
curiosity leads Pupa further, she will have to overcome her fears and doubts. She will have 
to take care of herself, avoid hunger and danger, and make sure she weaves her silky coat 
on time. Sounds familiar? Of course! Pupa’s journey is also a tender story about growing up.

Details: 
Picture book 
24.5 x 24.5 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 4+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Estonia, Poland, Croatia, North 
Macedonia, Greece 

Selling points: 
Astonishing illustrations and fairy-tale details 
draw us into the world of little Pupa and her 
magical transformation into a butterfly. At the end 
of the story, there is a section with information 
about how real pupae transform into butterflies.PICTURE

BOOK

Andreja Peklar



Moon and Me
If the Moon is your friend you are never bored at night. You can play hide-and-seek or 
count the stars in its company. You can go on a long, mysterious boat trip! But when you 
fall asleep, Moon guards you all through the night. Its friendship never fades even though 
Moon is sometimes as thin as a mouse’s tail.

Andreja Peklar

PICTUREBOOK

Details:
Picture book
23 x 23 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 3+
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: Mongolia, China, Croatia, Italy, North 
Macedonia, UK, Pakistan, Turkey, Greece
Rights reserved for: South America, Bulgaria

Awards and nominations: Purple Island Award at Nami 
Concours 2015; selected for the Illustrators Exhibition of Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair 2018; Merit Award at Hii Illustration 2018; 
Kristina Brenkova Award 2019 (Original Slovene Picture Book 
Award); award at Book Fair in Moscow; special award at the 
8th Croatian Biennale of Illustration 2020; first award at the 9th 
Sharjah Children’s Book Illustration Exhibition 2021.

Selling points:
Poetic text and beautiful illustrations make an ideal bedtime story 
about the changing Moon and everlasting love.
 



Details: 
Picture book 
24 x 24 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 4+ 

Rights sold to: Mongolia, Turkey 

Awards and nominations: 
IBBY Honour Ust 2018; Silen! Book Concours 2015, selected 
finalist; Bologna Children's Book Fair, ltaly 2015; Golden 
Pear 2016; Kristina Brenkova Award 2017 (The Original 
Slovene Picture Book Award): The Best Designed Slovenian 
Book Award - Books for Children and Young Adults 2016. 

Selling points: 
Extensive cut-out style illustrations that focus on just a 
few pictorial elements intensify this story about friendship, 
forgiveness and the environment.

PICTURE

BOOK

Andreja Peklar

Ferdo the Giant Bird 
This is a wordless picture book about a clumsy but charming giant bird, who loved playing 
with children, helping people and living peacefully with them ... until one day after working 
very hard, he drank all the water from the lake. After this terrible mistake, people banished 
him from their town, to wander around alone and desperate. But with the help of a little 
friend, everything turns out well in the end. 



Ida Mlakar Črnič

Peter Škerl

Details: 
Picture book
21.5 x 26.5 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 5+ 
Text available in English.
Rights sold to: Turkey, Germany, Croatia, UK, South America, 
Pakistan 
Awards and nominations: 
White Ravens Catalogue (2019). 
Selling points: 
A touching story about compassion, written from a child’s point of 
view. It gives a powerful insight into how children perceive poverty 
and multiculturalism. Ida Mlakar’s text is short, yet has tremendous 
power. It reaches deep and undermines the walls of prejudice and 
hatred. Strong, impressive illustrations by an award-winning illustrator.

PICTUREBOOK

Close to Here
“This book is like a diary with monthly entries that span a year: Two girls set down their 
observations about a third girl who they perceive as very different from them. Not as pretty, 
the girl in question doesn’t even have a name (or at least the girls have forgotten it), nor 
is she a princess (like they are). She is practically invisible, without a home of her own. In 
September the girl disappears, leaving only a few drawings behind. ( ... ) Told entirely from 
the perspective of the two girls, the rhythmic text shows how easy it is to embrace prejudices 
and stereotypical views of strangers and to ostracize others.”

International Children’s and Youth Library, 2019 



How to Hug a Hedgehog
The hedgehog lived peacefully until a mighty desire to hug someone overwhelmed him. 
But who would hug a prickly hedgehog? No one seems to have the guts to do it. Poor 
hedgehog, he’s down and desperate. The good news is that Bobby the fox lives in the forest! 
He undertakes the endeavour with the cunning shrewdness of a true fox.

The main ingredient of the story about the miserable hedgehog and Bobby is sparkling 
wit. The hedgehog is completely desperate while Bobby, a little boy running around in the 
costume of a fox, is his opposite: he confronts the problem courageously, resourcefully, and 
efficiently. He has a number of ideas, proposing loads of solutions none of which, however, 
is quite the right one … A true hug can only arise out of true friendship. 

Reviews

The jest of the story is that ultimately, one is not 
pricked by hugging a hedgehog – a prick Jana 
Bauer directs at the reader to demonstrate that 
our life is shaped, complicated, blocked, and made 
more difficult by prejudice. Rather than instructions 
for hugging hedgehogs, How to Hug a Hedgehog 
makes up a piece of instructions for living.

Gaja Kos, Delo

The tranquil beginning of the picture book – with 
the hedgehog walking about the forest quite 
contentedly – turns into a chain of humorous 
incidents prompted by the desire, or indeed an 
urge, for a hug. … Surprising turns are followed 
by a surprising conclusion demonstrating that 
oftentimes, what we’re looking for desperately is 
right in front of us. 

The jury explaining the book’s nomination for the 
Večernica Award 



Jana Bauer
is a bestselling children’s author. Her writing features a blend of witty, amusing 
characters coupled with compelling stories. Although her books are meant for children, 
their magic and originality give great pleasure to readers of all generations. Her first 
work, The Witch Vanisher, was nominated for the Večernica Award (2003). However, 
she gained by far the greatest popularity with Scary Fairy in Wicked Wood (2011), which 
has so far been translated into 17 languages. It received the Golden Pear Award and 
was nominated for both the Večernica and Desetnica Awards (2013). It also received 
the IBBY award for the best artistic translation in Lithuania and the main award at the 
international Macedonian literary festival. In 2020, Jana Bauer received the Desetnica 
Award from the Slovene Writers’ Association for her Ding Dong Stories.

Peter Škerl
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Ljubljana and graduated in visual communications 
design. Although at the start of his career, he already has an extensive oeuvre of 
illustrations behind him. The book Marshlanders attracted attention both at home 
and abroad, receiving the Hinko Smrekar Award - the highest award for illustration 
in Slovenia. In 2014, it was listed among the prestigious White Ravens Catalogue of 
books for young people and exhibited at the Bologna Book Fair. Škerl has received the 
Kristina Brenkova Award for an original Slovene picture book three times, has been 
nominated for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award three times and the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award twice.

NEW

Details:
Picture book
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: Croatia, Italy, Greece

Awards and nominations: 
Nomination for the Večernica Award

Selling points:
The world in which the slow tortoise is rather hot-blooded, while the 
heavy elephant flutters around like a little bird, toys with the reader’s 
expectations, while at the same time the author, under a veil of humour, 
subtly outlines the human desire for closeness, sadness at rejection, and 
friendship that overcomes all obstacles, however painful they may be.



How to Frighten a Monster
Is there a monster under your bed? Is it fat, with only one eye and big sharp claws? Then 
this is a GROSS monster. But don’t worry, it is terrified of brass bands! All you have to do to 
scare it away is play some loud marching music. But what if the monster is not a GROSS 
one, but a TOOTHED one? Or even a FURRY one? Here’s a good piece of advice: “Call 
OTTO LOCUST!”
 
How to Frighten a Monster is a thrilling story about a brave boy who comes to the aid of a 
frightened friend with a small encyclopedia of monsters and a guide for tricks to chase them 
away, as well as a story about peer violence and overcoming our worries and fears. In the 
descriptions of individual monsters, the author’s well-known originality and wit come to the 
fore (toothed monsters, for example, do not tolerate raspberry cough syrup and feel sick if 
they even see an advertisement for it ...).

Reviews 

“How to Frighten a Monster is, in short, a terribly 
entertaining picture book by a happily chosen 
tandem of artists, and it can also drive away 
monsters who whisper to innocent children that 
reading is boring or tiring.”

Gaja Kos in the literary magazine Literatura

“Jana Bauer’s story takes on children’s fears in 
an original and witty way. Yes, monsters can 
be chased away, but only in unusual ways! This 
picture book, which is one of the most beau
tifut additions to children’s literature this year, is 
perfectly illustrated by Matgosia Zajqc.” 

Maja Črepinšek in a magazine for parents

Jana Bauer



PICTURE

BOOK

Malgosia Zając 
is a Polish illustrator. She strongly believes that imagination is the most important thing 
in her artistic life. Her head is always full of all kinds of creatures, imaginary friends, 
magical worlds and incredible stories. She uses her talent and different techniques for 
creating these non-existent worlds in her illustrations.

Details: 
Picture book 
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 4+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Germany, Estonia, Croatia, North Macedonia, 
Greece, Nepal, Turkey
Rights reserved for: Albania, Mongolia, Czech, Netherlands, 
Taiwan

Awards and nominations: White Ravens Catalogue (2020) 

Selling points:
The picture book How to Frighten a Monster is multi-layered. It speaks 
about the monster that lives within all of us and causes problems that 
seem insurmountable. It also tackles peer violence and bullying, but 
ultimately is about two boys on a wonderful adventure.



Cook Me Up a Fairytale!
What do you cook for a child who is a picky eater? A fairytale, of course! You take a pink pot 
with green dots, throw in a pinch of salt, two potatoes, a teaspoon of snake tooth powder 
and three small spoons of laughter. And if the child doesn’t like it? You try again. In a green 
pot with blue dots. But what if a child is as hard to please as Honey Bunny? Then he should 
try this fairytale. He will eat it up in a jiffy!

PICTURE

BOOK

Details: 
Picture book 
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Poland, Turkey, Estonia, Latvia
Rights reserved for: Albania, UAE

Awards and nominations: 
Nomination for Book of the Year 2017 held by the IBBY 
Polish Section. 

Award-winning author. 

Selling points: 
Funny story with an interesting twist at the end.

Agata DudekMajda Koren
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Princess / Monster 
Our Biberbav series of children’s books has a special concept: there are two stories to be 
read, one from each side, but the same end joins them together. Picture book Princess / 
Monster tells the story of the girl Chloe and the boy Gal. One day at kindergarten, Chloe 
decides that she will become a princess, while Gal chooses to turn into a monster.

Details: 
Picture book 
21.8 x 30.8 cm I 26 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 3+ 

Rights sold to: North Macedonia, Serbia
Rights reserved for: Albania

Selling points: 
This wonderful picture book offers two perspectives 
with an adorab!e double storyline. It takes us into 
the endless world of children’s imagination and 
offers us bright illustrations, enriched with little 
details that add value to the text.

PICTURE

BOOK
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Inspector Joe
A comic about the adventures of Detective lnspector Joe. He first solves a number of minor 
cases and then focuses on hunting down two thieving pigs, who go by the name Pick and 
Pocket and are constantly breaking the law: shoplifting, snaffling fruit and veg, stowing 
away on a lorry, purloining a van, running from the police, stealing doughnuts, cheating 
and so on. They also inherit a castle, sell it, become rich, squander their wealth, start a life 
of begging and then return to their thieving ways. Although Pick and Pocket are very crafty 
pigs, lnspector Joe is always one step ahead of them.



Majda Koren 
is one of the best-loved Slovenian children’s authors. She has been writing for children 
since 1982. Besides her writing career she is a primary school teacher, which enables 
her to find the subjects for her books in every corner. No wonder her stories are so witty, 
optimistic and full of humorous details! She received the Večernica Award for her book 
Eva and the Goat in 2006 (in 2008 the same book was included in The White Ravens 
Catalogue) and the Levstik Award for Mitzi from 2A.

Damijan Stepančič
graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Ljubljana. Soon after completing his 
studies in painting, his attention was drawn to illustration as it offers more possibilities 
for the exploration of different media. He has so far illustrated almost a hundred 
books, co-created many comic books and had several independent exhibitions in 
the field of illustration. He has also illustrated around a hundred textbooks, exercise 
books, handbooks for teachers, and other educational material, as well as more than 
120 articles in children’s magazines. He has received a number of Slovenian and 
international awards for his illustrations.

Detaits: 
Comic book 
21 x 26 cm I 64 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover l age 6+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Spain, Catalonia, North America, France, 
Italy, Poland, Croatia 

Selling points: 
The tales of lnspector Joe can be enjoyed by both young 
and adult readers, as this strip cartoon is aimed at all ages. 
The 27 stories are full of humour and unique pictorial details 
from the illustrator Damijan Stepančič.

COMIC

BOOK



Pick and Pocket 
Pick and Pocket. Two bandit pigs. They are the most thieving, most deceitful villains, cunning 
as foxes. The dumbest among criminals. The cutest among thieves. They also each have 
a sweet tooth and would do anything for a doughnut. They attract rogueries like a magnet. 
They steal cash registers, cars and paintings, but things never go according to plan, so they 
always end up behind bars. Not for long! Do not let their silliness and cuteness fool you!

COMICBOOK

Details: 
Comic book
21 x 26 cm I 54 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 6+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Spain, Catalonia, North America, France, Italy, 
Poland, Croatia

Selling points:
Pick and Pocket is an incredibly funny comic book by renowned 
Slovene authors, Majda Koren and Damijan Stepančič.



Pick and Pocket At the End of the Milky Way 

Pick and Pocket, the unfortunate pigs, find themselves in a spacecraft instead of a museum. 
And as crying out loud from despair does not help in space, they smarten up – our out – 
and begin figuring how to return to Earth! But the journey will be long and full of perilous 
adventures …

Majda
Koren

Damijan
Stepančič

NEW

Details:
Comic book
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+
Text available in English.

Selling points:
The adventures of Pick and Pocket and their encounters with 
Inspector Joe have completely won over Slovenian children, while 
comic books about them have also started to be red with zest in 
Croatia, Spain, and Catalonia. Readers fall for Pick and Pocket’s  
witty dialogues and humorous illustrations, the combination of 
which is a guarantee for explosions of laughter.

IN PREPARATION



Direction of the Heart
A little fish finds herself in a completely new environment. Is this the sea – the place of 
freedom of which all the fish in the aquarium spoke? No, she soon comes to learn that while 
her freedom is now greater, it is still not unlimited. Her precious confidant, the little girl from 
the edge of the water fountain, offers her comfort and new insights, and the little fish, after 
many trials, faces her future courageously.

The public fountain in Kočevje, a small town in Southeast Slovenia, features a beautiful 
bronze statue of a sitting girl with a flute from which water sprays (the statue was made by 
Stane Jarm). It is this town fountain with the bronze girl that inspired Lela B. Njatin to write 
a poetic tale of a search for freedom and for one’s own identity. In her children’s books, 
Lela B. Njatin makes up stories in which imaginary and animal creatures with human traits 
meet. They are beset with the various problems brought by life, but they find original ways 
of overcoming them.



Lela B. Njatin 
is a writer and visual artist, with a graduate degree in philosophy and comparative 
literature, and is self-employed in culture. Themes in her literary and visual creative work 
include: being human, being estranged, fragmentary identity, art as promise of meaning. 
She frequently employs motifs such as: urban heritage, local environment, community, 
death, war. Her fairy-tale The Giant’s Heart was shortlisted for the Večernica Award in 
1997, and her fable Why Granny is Angry was on the short list for the Desetnica Award 
in 2013. The author lives in Ljubljana but often puts into focus Kočevje, as the town 
where she grew up.

Tina Dobrajc
graduated in painting from the Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Ljubljana in 2007, 
earning a master’s degree in painting in 2011. She was shortlisted for the ESSL Art 
Award in 2011, received the Richard Jakopič recognition for young artists in 2015, 
and earned the Hinko Smrekar plaquette for her illustrations in Aleš Šteger’s book 
The Kurent a year later. She mainly works in painting, and is regularly engaged with 
illustration and theatre scenography. She lives and works in Škofja Loka.

Details:
Picture book
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+

Selling points:
This poetic text is concerned with life’s crucial questions: what is 
freedom and where can it be found? How do we find our way in 
the world? Well, listen to friends and to wise older people and, 
above all – to your heart. Beautifully written and illustrated, this 
book inspires us to trust our instincts and the correctness of our 
own decisions, offering courage for a bold step into the future. It 
will speak powerfully to both children and sensitive adults.

NEW



The Wooden Footstool
In the hands of the girl Sofia, an old, forgotten object, a wooden footstool, transforms into a 
versatile tool for independent exploration of the new and the unknown, and for overcoming 
obstacles. The text and illustrations in the opening pages depict Sofia and her faithful friend, 
the dog Parsifal the Brave. In the evening, after a day full of exploration, both protagonists 
set off again on new adventures – into the world of dreams.

Sofia ingeniously uses the simple object for play and for discovering new things: standing on 
the wooden footstool, she can look over a fence and expand her horizons; with it, she can 
reach higher and pluck peaches from a tree; and afterwards, she can sit on it while eating 
the peaches. In the end, she uses the wooden footstool as a footbridge to cross a stream 
and as a basket to carry flowers.

Review:

The short prose text accurately depicts the two
dimensionality: the world which we belong to and 
which is distinctly boring, and the fantastic world 
which can be reached when the young reader 
dares to step on the wooden footstool with the 

girl Sofia and peek into the exciting world of 
imagination. The wooden footstool is a bridge 
between here and there, it is an everyday object 
which enables the transition between the real and 
the unreal.

Dragica Haramija



Until now, Rok Tkavc has been writing scripts for the performances for the Pupilla 
Puppet Theater. The Wooden Footstool is his first picture book.

Sabina Šinko is active in the field of puppetry, painting, and illustration. In 1993, she 
founded the Pupilla Puppet Theater, which has developed into an innovative and 
successful puppet group. She has provided artwork for more than 35 puppet shows. 

Details:
Picture book
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+

Selling points
Boredom can awaken children’s playfulness and imagination, and the 
picture book The Wooden Footstool draws attention precisely to this 
“lost” virtue. With a wooden footstool, that is, with imagination, “you reach 
higher and overcome obstacles. But if you hide it in a shed, it becomes 
covered with dust.” The intertwining of the real and the imaginary is 
constantly supported by the alternating colour scale – and a story full of 
warmth comes vividly to life.

IN PREPARATION

NEW



Ding Dong Stories 
Ding-dong. Who is at the door? 

Ding Dong Stories won't allow you to shut your eyes for a second! In this superb series of 
stories, which can be read from both sides of the book from two different perspectives, you 
will meet ninjas, a witch and an alien. You will have to deal with rude pirates, make a cake 
for the aunt of the Water Man and write a poem to defeat a fearless knight! These funny 
and beautifully written stories are suitable for all readers, inciuding those who have just 
learned to read. 

Reviews 

“Jana Bauer's imagination keeps positively sur prising 
me. It conceals so much childlike playfulness and 
love of life, that there is an immediate click between 
me and my inner child. I smile at her ideas, the 
individual features of her characters and the original 
solutions to their problems, and experience ahha 
moments while reading.”

Alenka Štrukelj for Literarna lekarna 

“The author presents these stories imaginatively, 
through two narrators  the girl’s story is told by 
the father and the boy’s by the mother; the stories 
are told in the second person, as an address to 
the heroes. This is certainly a nice feature with 
cognitive value, which means young readers have 
an opportunity to identify more deeply with the 
contemporary adventures offered by the children’s 
imaginary worlds, presented in a fun way.”

From the justification for the Desetnica Award



Jana Bauer 
is a bestselling children’s author. Her writing features a blend of witty, amusing 
characters coupled with compelling stories. Although her books are meant for children, 
their magic and originality give great pleasure to readers of all generations. Her first 
work, The Witch Vanisher, was nominated for the Večernica Award (2003). However, 
she gained by far the greatest popularity with the Scary Fairy in Wicked Wood (2011), 
which has so far been translated into 17 languages. It received the Golden Pear 
Award and was nominated for both the Večernica and Desetnica Awards (2013). It 
also received the IBBY award for the best artistic translation in Lithuania and the main 
award at the international Macedonian literary festival. In 2020, Jana Bauer received 
the Desetnica Award from the Slovene Writers’ Association for her Ding Dong Stories.

Bojana Dimitrovski
is a professional illustrator and a graduate of the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Belgrade. She has illustrated a number of children’s books in Slovenia and Serbia and 
received a number of Slovenian and international awards.

Details: 
15.5 x 21 cm I 130 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 5+  
Sample translation available in English. 

Rights sold to: Germany, Croatia, Ukraine
Rights reserved for: UAE

Awards and nominations: 
Desetnica Award 2020. 

Selling points: 
Not only funny, but also subtly educational. 
All the stories are told from a girl’s and a boy’s point 
of view. Easy to identify with: the stories are written in 
second-person singular.

5–10

YEARS



Scary Fairy in Wicked Wood 
All of a sudden Scary Fairy lands at the whim of the South Wind in Wicked Wood. Banished 
by her grandmother after breaking one of her beloved china tea cups, she has no other 
option than joining the animals of Wicked Wood. But will they accept this mischievous and 
very cheeky Fairy? They have no idea how dramatically the stubborn, brave and crafty Scary 
Fairy will change their lives 

5–10

YEARS

Details: 
15.5 x 21.7 cm I 104 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 5+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Germany, Croatia, Island, Lithuania, 
Poland, Spain, Turkey, Serbia, UK, North Macedonia, 
Indonesia, Russia, Ukraine, Mongolia, India, 
Romania, Latvia, USA

Awards and nominations: 
Nomination for the Desetnica Award 2012; Nomi nation 
for the Večernica Award 2012; the Golden Pear 2012; 
included in the list of best children's books in Croatia 2014; 
The Most lmportant and The Most Artistic Translation of 
the Year for Children, Lithuania 2015.



5–10YEARS

Details: 
15.5 x 21.7 cm I 159 pages I co!our illustrations 
Hardcover I age 5+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Latvia, Poland, Croatia, Lithuania, 
Spain, North Macedonia, Ukraine, Romania

Awards and nominations: 
Nomination for the Desetnica Award 2018; nomination 
for the Večernica Award 2018; the Golden Pear 2017. 

Scary Fairy and the Wild Winter 
The animals missed Scary Fairy immensely after she flew away in her teapot. In fact, they 
missed her so much that they built themselves an airship and set off to find her, straight 
into the Scary Fairy nest! When they bring her back, Wicked Wood once again becomes 
the setting for new adventures. You can expect an encounter with an ancient monster and 
with an exploitative squirrel in a red hat. Ringing a bell does not only conjure up a bilberry 
pie and the enchanted stone turns out not to be really that dangerous until you pick it up. 
And all this in the midst of a wild winter that spares nobody. 



The Summer with Shooting Stars
It’s summertime. Sparky the bunny is not particularly high-spirited, as her friend Fia is away 
on vacation while back at her home they’re expecting a baby, and Sparky already feels that 
everything is revolving around it. What’s to come?! Then, one night, that sky is flashed by 
shooting stars, and mum Jora sends Sparky to Frido the stargazer. But it’s not only shooting 
stars that are falling from the sky – a cat, in fact a poet cat!, suddenly bumps in front of 
Sparky. All at once her summer becomes fun and full of adventure.

Cvetka Bevc is a writer with a keen understanding of the youngest, and a subtle sense of 
children’s distress and fears. Her storytelling is not only witty but it also inspires zest for 
learning, courage, and love of life, as well as a desire for starting up true friendships, and 
forgiveness of little mistakes that are easily made when growing up; it deepens sensibility 
and calls for a taste for adventure.

Review:

Cvetka Bevc’s book of suspenseful, amusing, and 
mischievous adventures of Sparky the bunny 
and her friends from Grandpa Pelegrin’s garden 
consists of twenty stories plus the introductory 
story in which we learn why Chase the dog is in 
fact the most important character in the book 
though he only appears in it from time to time. The 
book opens with descriptions of connectives like 

because, whenever, and, or, …, with one of which 
the opening and the final sentence of particular 
stories begin. This amusing idea charmingly spi
ces up the stories that relate how one night when 
shooting stars were pouring down in the sky, 
something big fell into the garden with a mighty 
thump.

Maja Črepinšek for Moj malček



Cvetka Bevc 
is an award-winning writer, poet and musician, as well as playwright and script 
writer publishing books for both adults and children. She has also received multiple 
recognitions for her youth books, having been shortlisted for the Desetnica Award 
several times (Santa Clause in Your Ear, Gang of Ten, Twitted from Start to the End, 
Song for a Fairy), while her youth novel Gang of Ten has also been shortlisted for the 
Večernica Award. 

Malgosia Zając
is a Polish illustrator. She strongly believes that imagination is the most important thing 
in her artistic life. Her head is always full of all kinds of creatures, imaginary friends, 
magical worlds and incredilble stories. She uses her talent and different techniques for 
creating these non-existent worlds in her illustrations.

Details:
21 x 26 cm I 142 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 6+
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: Estonia, Italy, Croatia 

Selling points:
Cvetka Bevc makes up a whole range of animals who come to life in 
images created by Malgosia Zając. Her warm tale of a bunny who is very 
quickly growing up while discovering the beautiful world of true friendship 
and first love, is perfect for first independent readings! 

NEW



Something in the Air
First, Brie makes a paper daddy so that her true dad can go off to Vienna on business 
while the paper dad can accompany her on a school trip. Then some other Brie takes her 
grandpa on a trip to Prague where, ages ago, he’d forgotten the phone number of an utterly 
charming colleague of his, Fiona. Prompted by sparrows, Carbonneau the merman starts 
a journey, too, coming right to America. Meanwhile the duck – the one with the eyes of a 
super falcon – is flying towards where we’re living – but what’s to be done when there are 
so many stories in the air, which need to be brought neatly to the ground. 

The book Something in the Air presents us with adventures full of warm humour, droll 
characters, and sparkling imagination typical of Peter Svetina while once again being 
different, fresh, and innovative. 



Peter Svetina 
is regarded as one of the leading children’s authors in Slovenia, with a refined feeling for 
putting witty games and skilfully plotted stories into words. He has been the recipient of 
all the important awards for children’s books in Slovenia; the Večernica Award (2017), 
the Levstik Award (2017), the Kristina Brenkova Award for an original Slovene picture 
book (2008) and the Golden Pear Award (2013, 2011 ). He was also nominated several 
times for the Večernica Award and Kristina Brenkova Award, and included in the IBBY 
Honour List of 2016. In 2020, Peter Svetina was also one of the six nominees for the 
Hans Christian Andersen Award.

Petra Preželj
is a graduate of the Department of Graphic Design at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Ljubljana; areas of her work include illustration, the design of visual communications, 
and painting. She received several major awards for her work: in 2004, the Hinko 
Smrekar recognition for originality of form at the 6th Slovenian Biennale of Illustration; 
in 2011, an honorary diploma at the 46th Golden Pen of Belgrade (11th International 
Belgrade Biennale of Illustration); and in 2012, the Hinko Smrekar plaquette at the 10th 
Slovenian Biennale of Illustration. She lives and works in Ljubljana. 

Details:
Illustrated stories
21 x 26 cm I 28 pages I two-colours illustrations
Hardcover I age 12+

Selling points:
The stories making up Something in the Air speak of warmth and mutual 
affection, encouraging us to make contacts and to maintain relations – 
it’s worth to make effort for family and friends. Meanwhile, the adventure 
called life just happens. The fact that the stories are laid out to us in 
linguistically agile sentences with particular heroes speaking in a style 
recognisable from afar is why teenage and adult readers will also enjoy 
reading them.NEW



My Neighbour Up There 
My Neighbour Up There is a collection of quirky, happy, loving and cheeky short stories 
from a world where granny climbs into grandad’s heart, where Mr Antonelo’s elbow gets 
stuck in a house, while his neighbour Dodič is lifted to the ceiling by love. There is also a 
tiny man in a cup of coffee, demanding Mr Kravos’s sugar, a fat baker, who secretly climbs 
into doughnuts at her bakery in order to lick the jam, and the narrowest street in which 
only very thin people live. Peter Svetina, one of the best-loved Slovene authors for young 
adults got inspiration for the characters in the stories by observing strange people in real 
life, and adding a plethora of fantasy elements, exaggeration, word play and eccentricity. 
The stories, full of verbal humour and nonsense, are unputdownable, and the lively wit has 
been colourfully enriched by the award-winning illustrator Peter Škerl.

Reviews 

“The stories in the book are the stories of our 
world, projected through a child’s eye, spiced up 
with a good measure of imagination and innocent 
humour and accompanied by more than excellent 
illustrations.” 

Pia Marincelj for Bukla

“It’s not just the people in this book that are 
special, eccentric, weird and suchlike, but also  
the objects, events and settings; in Peter Svetina’s 
worlds anything is possible, even the most unusual 
things are not really unusual, it all somehow hangs 
together and is as it should be and where it 
should be, just like the nonsense in these stories.”

Gaja Kos for LUD Literatura

Peter Svetina



Peter Škerl 
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Ljubljana and graduated in visual communications 
design. Although at the start of his career, he already had an extensive oeuvre of 
illustrations behind him. The book Marshlanders attracted attention both at home 
and abroad, receiving the Hinko Smrekar Award - the highest award for illustration in 
Slovenia. In 2014, it was listed among the prestigious White Ravens Catalogue of books 
for young people and exhibited at the Bologna Book Fair. Škerl has received three times 
the Kristina Brenkova Award for an original Slovene picture book three times, has been 
nominated for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award three times and the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award twice.

Details: 
lllustrated short stories 
15.5 x 21.7 cm I 104 pages I colour illustrations 
Hardcover I age 5+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Italy, Estonia, Serbia
Rights reserved for: UAE

Awards and nominations: 
Nomination for the Večernica Award, 2017; 
the Golden Pear, 2016. 

5–10
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The Blue Portuguese
In The Blue Portuguese: A Little Novel, we join Annie-Claire and Everett the rat who come to 
know, step by step, a land with its funny rules and weird dwellers. At once, we find ourselves 
in an unusual and at times grotesque fantasy world. Here is the Chronicler, who walks about 
with a paint roller called Penzel, and the upright General who dispenses orders like Do not 
sneeze with your nose full, Do not eat with a full stomach, Do not laugh at bad jokes, but 
we move on and find ourselves in grave danger: Guilia Government is the commander of 
a camp of forgotten children ...

Using well-considered and ingenious linguistic means, the author brings about a finely 
imagined world imperceptibly mirroring the moral and ethical questions of every day. With 
a great deal of wit, and even a kindness towards human oddities and weaknesses, the 
author cuts into the deepest problems of the present moment, while he also very clearly 
points out the solution.

Reviews

While nonsense, marvellous coincidences, and all 
sorts of ingenious ideas have been typical of Peter 
Svetina all along, we’d had them in lesser doses 
so far. The little novel, in which they abound from 
the first to the final page, surely surpasses them 
all, inspiring the reader with wonder at the world 
created by the author, and with admiration for 
such a power of imagination which seems wild at 
first sight but comes to complete something and to 

make sense in the end; though the word sense has 
to be taken with some reserve.

Gaja Kos, Delo

In summary, one more literary treat from the 
duo who keep presenting us with a mixture of 
the homey and the original. And in case you’re 
wondering after all that’s been written whether 
this (indeed) is a children’s book: surely it is. It’s a 
book for everyone!

Tina Bilban, Air Beletrina



Details:
21 x 26 cm I 32 pages I colour illustrations
Hardcover I age 4+
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: Italy

Selling points:
Peter Svetina subtly knows a child’s soul as well as the human soul in 
general, with his books remaining open as to who they are addressing, 
while time and again, their quality is confirmed by the feedback of 
reviewers and academics, in addition to the enthusiastic feedback of both 
young and adult readers. Nonsense in The Blue Portuguese engages in 
a dialogue with the worldwide literary tradition, and the writer seduces 
readers with a charming imaginary story while imperceptibly challenging 
them to give thought to problems that mark the world of today’s children.

NEW



Letters from a Father to his Son
With these letters of mine, I’d like to guarantee you that your mum and I will always stand 
by you and that we won’t fall out if you don’t always follow our advice, as it’s natural, indeed 
almost necessary, that you yourself decide about plans for your future. And a bigger or 
smaller share of rebelliousness is part of growing up. After all, you’ll soon be a young man 
and then a man. And then you’ll need to be completely independent, responsible for your 
future.

Reviews

Letters from a Father to his Son is a wellcon
sider ed selection of short conversational essays 
on different topics by which Flisar endeavours to 
explain the world, its workings, and the role of an 
individual in it to his son Martin who, to say it in 
passing, is a teenager excelling in natural sciences. 
Flisar describes this in his typical idiosyncratic 
style immersed with many elements of his own 
publicly known biography, and with his own 
intimate reflec tions. 

Samo Rugelj in Bukla 166

One of the most sanctified missions of a father 
is to teach their children the values of humanity 
and sustainability, and to hand over to them 

knowledge, experience, and wisdom. Whereas 
this can be done through oral traditions, a written 
word persists even when its author ceases to be, 
while it (un)willingly evolves because it allows the 
progeny to have diffrent interpretations or see 
things from other, more mature points of view in 
the course of growing up.

Marko Pavliha in literary magazine Sodobnost

“Flisar’s Letters from a Father to his Son brings 
precious messages for every contemplative reader. 
Through them, we get acquainted with the rich life 
ex pe rience, knowledge, and wisdom of a writer 
whose works are renowned throughout the world 
well beyond the borders of Slovenia.”

Marica Škorjanec Kosterca, Radio Ars



Evald Flisar
is a multi-award-winning Slovenian author and internationally performed 
playwright. His works have been translated into 40 languages, with 242 
translations so far. Flisar has won the Prešeren Foundation Prize, the highest 
state award for prose and drama, the Župančič Award for lifetime achievement, 
three awards for Best Play of the Year and, in addition, 18 nominations for 
other literary awards.

Details:
21.5 x 14 cm I 260 pages 
Age: 14+ 
Text available in English.

Selling points:
The letters constitute interesting reading for all teenagers 
as well as their parents, as wisdom lovingly passed 
from father to son is universal, and it shows to the 
reader differently in different life periods. Evald Flisar 
addresses challenges and problems of life for which 
parents sometimes find it difficult to find the right words.

NEW



Look Through the Window
On his fifteenth birthday, a boy receives a shocking present from his parents, who don't realise 
that he will see their act as a crime that will radically change his view of reality. Already mildly 
autistic from a blow to his head, he decides to drown in a nearby river which forms a border 
between Croatia and Slovenia, and is a popular crossing point for migrants. In the nick of 
tirne, he is saved by a Syrian refugee a few years his senior. Gratefully, he joins him in an 
adventurous joumey across Europe all the way to London, where he discovers that nothing is 
what it seems. Along the way, the boy and his travel companion try to overcome their cultural 
and religious differences and align their ideas about friendship, liberty and equality. 

Details: 
14.5 x 22 cm ǀ 204 pages 
Hardcover ǀ age 14+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Italy, Serbia, Croatia, Austria, UK, India (Hindi)
Rights reserved for: Latvia, North Macedonia, Mongolia

Selling points: 
A multi-layered crossover novel touching upon many burning 
social issues. It is also a deeply moving story about two unusual 
friend ships. 
By using an economical, clear style, the author conveys profound 
messages concerning the present state of the world. Look Through 
the Window is a touching story about friendship between a human 
and an animal, a boy and his pig, as well as a story about 
friendship between a Christian boy and a Syrian Muslim migrant.YOUNG

ADULTS

Evald Flisar



Alice in Crazyland 
Alice in Crazyland is a witty and humorous fantasy tale for young readers in which the 
heroine is the 12-year-old Alice Jumper, a girl with three degrees who wants to get her PhD 
before she’s 15. When she had returned from Wonderland she jumped after her uncle, 
professor Jumper, straight into a mountain lake, even though he was very clear that he didn’t 
want her with him. As soon as they are washed ashore on an unknown island, she insists 
on becoming his assistant … 
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+10 Details: 
14.5 x 21 cm I 160 pages I black & white illustrations 
Hardcover I age 10+ 
Text available in English. 

Rights sold to: Germany, Latvia, Croatia, Spain, North 
Macedonia, Portugal, India, Indonesia

Awards and nominations: 
Short-listed for the Večernica Award, 2010. Selected for the list of 
books, which youngsters read for the national competition of native 
language knowledge (The Cankar Competition). 

Selling points: 
A fantasy tale, subtitled as an “ecological farce”, that deals with 
questions about the end of the world, post-human society and 
ecological catastrophe. The story also shows optimism, suggesting 
that children as researchers can be the initiators of progress.

Evald Flisar



My Kingdom Is Dying
When the main character, a successful writer, experiences writer's block, he withdraws from 
his malign fate to Berghof, a Swiss clinic. A number of famous names in world literature are 
already receiving treatment there, from Martin Amis, Graham Greene and Saul Bellow to 
J. M. Coetzee. But is Berghof really what it purports to be? And what role does the dumb 
Scheherazade play in the novel? 

My Kingdom is Dying is not just a hybrid of the genres of confession, detective story, memoir 
and fictional biography, but also a unique combination of fiction and metafiction, literature 
and meta-literary reflection. Readers follow a gripping story in which unusual events 
unobtrusively mingle with meaningful reflection and deep insights. 

Details:
15 x 22 cm ǀ 384 pages
Hardcover ǀ Fiction for adults

Rights sold to: Croatia, India (English)

Evald Flisar

NEW



The Diaries of Adam and Eve
Adam and Eve are a young couple who desperately want a child, but cannot have one since 
one of them is infertile. Unable to communicate openly, they secretly read each other’s 
diaries, and in their need to have a child finally invent one. The problem is that each invents 
a different one and that by clinging to their images, living in a world that is reality and fiction 
at the same time, their lives take a turn to disaster.

One of the most unusual “love stories” in the treasury of world literature.
Alenka Urh, The President of the Slovenian Society of Literary Critics

Evald Flisar

Details:
15 x 22 cm I 184 pages
Hardcover I Fiction for adults
Text available in English.

Rights sold to: India

Selling points:
The Diaries of Adam and Eve is one of the most unusual and complex 
novels by the world-renowned Evald Flisar. The novel requires a 
dedicated reading, but is endowed with many layers of meaning, 
open to many interpretations, rich with unexpected twists, forcing us 
to doubt the certainty of what we perceive as reality.

NEW



A Correspondent From Havana
A Correspondent from Havana leads us behind the scenes of bloody dictatorships, political 
machinations, untruths and half-truths, and censorship, as well as doubts and dilemmas 
the author faced in his career as a journalist. It talks about friendships forged among 
journalists and describes vividly such exceptional events as a meeting with Gregorio 
Fuentes, Hemingway’s boatman and the “old man” in his novel The Old Man and the Sea, 
a conversation with president Giulio Andreotti and taking part in the working breakfasts of 
Opus Dei. Tone Hočevar is a born storyteller, who draws the reader into the heart of stormy 
events when history was in the making. The book A Correspondent from Havana, which 
traces his professional path, reads like an exceptionally tense narrative, revealing what went 
on behind the scenes on the political world stage over the past five decades …

Details:
15 x 22 cm ǀ 328 pages 
Hardcover
Documentary memoir

Details:
15 x 22 cm ǀ 374 pages
Hardcover
Documentary memoir

NEW



The Hairy Bunch 
Once again Tone Hočevar comes through as a brilliant storyteller: he intertwined the stories 
of dog heroes – including a rescue dog, a therapy dog, a dog who learned to give warning 
when it was necessary to act in diabetes, and even a movie star dog – with memories of 
his childhood and of his living around the world. “It’s much, truly much to their credit that in 
many places I’d got hold of behind-the-scenes insights and truths that otherwise I would not 
have known. In Mexico, in Cuba, and in Italy,” writes Hočevar. Everywhere where he was 
stationed, he and his family were accompanied by – pups. Come to know the mischievous, 
the sharp, the hunting, and the cuddly little dogs that enriched the life of Hočevars, or even 
saved it at times. Three four-legged family members lay at his feet when he was writing the 
book just like they did during his journalist career.

Tone Hočevar
a legend of Slovene journalism, a television presenter and even a cameraman 
when necessary, documentary-maker, editor, and the former editor of a pool of 
press agencies from non-aligned countries. He began working as a journalist in 
the early 1970s at TV Slovenia, for many years he worked as a correspondent 
from Latin America and the Caribbean, where he wrote the book Volcanoes Do 
Not Die. Between 1987 and 1992, he presented and edited Slovenia’s main 
evening news programme, where he was one of the presenters during the 
country’s war of independence. He also worked as a journalist at the television  
foreign policy editorial office. Tone left television in order to be the Foreign Policy  
Editor of the newly founded newspaper Republika and after it ceased publication 
he took on that job at the newspaper Delo. In 1996 he started working as Delo’s  
correspondent from Rome, publishing in 2011 Rome: Eternal and Holy, Transient  
and Secular.

Reviews

I can say without hesitation that there has never 
been a book like Hočevar’s The Hairy Bunch, 
and not just in Slovenia. … The Hairy Bunch is a 
remarkable book. Finely written, without any airs or 
the writer’s showing off his knowledge, experience, 
or importance, with just the right balance of the 
popular and the scientific, the funny and the 
tragic, the canine and the human, the domestic 
and the foreign, of personal memories and of 

other people’s stories. However, it is vital and 
precious that in addition to dogs, Tone Hočevar 
loves people, that he loves approaching them 
and keeping them company and that despite all 
his cosmopolitanism, he’s remained a simple boy 
from the rural Koseze. “The world would have 
been void without mongrels,” he wrote. It would 
also be void and dull without people like Tone 
Hočevar.

Katarina Mahnič, Radio Slovenia, channel Ars



The Archeology of the Present 
In his essays, Uroš Zupan, with the calm step of a unique and lonely walker, leads us to 
thinking about books and, above all, about reading. Almost unwittingly, since this splendid 
poet and essayist is really just sharing his thoughts, we start to follow his reading passions 
and paths. With refined and measured gestures, he depicts those masters of words: Tomaž 
Šalamun, Aleš Debeljak, Švabić, and shares anecdotes, while in the background echo the  
poems that marked the decades of the past. Zupan again proves that he knows how to 
reveal the soft glow of the past and subtly listen to life, be it life that is realistic and real, or 
that between book covers. 

Reviews 
“Uroš Zupan knows that readers like literary 
fragments that enable them to identify with what 
is written. This is how he reads books. The reader 
of the The Archaeology of the Present soon 
becomes aware that, even if from a completely 
different generation he, too, had strayed into 
the archaeology of his reading and thinking. In 
many places in these essays, we see our own 
reading dilemmas, our books, our poems and 
our weariness with the fast pace of art, cities and 
society.”

Nina Prešern, Slovene literary blogger

“Zupan knows how to step into the artistc world 
of a person he writes about, into his way of 
thinking and his writing technique, to focus on 
the good and bad points of his work. The warm 
essence of his writing keeps the reader of the 
essays alert so that he follows the writer between 
Azra and Peyton Place, Bukowski and Kovačič, to 
the last page. Since he not only enthusiastically 
consumes art, but also creates it, his discussions 
have a special lyrical mark.” 

Barbara Leban for Radio Slovenia 3  Ars



Uroš Zupan 
a Slovenian poet and essayist, graduated in comparative literature from the 
University of Ljubljana. He is the recipient of numerous prizes, induding the Best 
First Collection Prize, the Prešeren Foundation Award, the Jenko Award, the 
Župančič Prize, Herman Lenz Preis (Langenburg, Germany, 1999), Premio della  
VI Edizione del Festival lnternazionale di Poesia (Genova, 2000), Wyslawa 
Szymborska Prize (Krakow, 2016), etc. He has published numerous collections of  
poetry and books of essays and has translated a number of poets, including 
Yehuda Amichai, John Ashbery and Billy Collins. His own work has been 
translated into German, Polish, Czech, English, Serbian and Croatlan.

Details:
14.5 x 21.2 cm ǀ 269 pages 
Hardcover ǀ Essays



KUD Sodobnost International
KUD Sodobnost International was founded in 2004 and 
has been publishing children’s books ever since,  
specializing in picture books and quality fiction. Many  
books have been nominated for major prizes (for stories  
and/or illustration and book design), with quite a few  
actually winning the prizes, including the Most Beautiful 
Slovenian Book of the Year Awards. We are proud that our 
children’s programme is recognized for outstanding quality  
by the Slovenian Centre for Youth Literature.

CONTACT
Foreign Rights: Katja Kac
sodobnost@guest.arnes.si
KUD Sodobnost International
Suhadolčanova 64, 1231 Ljubljana-Črnuče, Slovenia
00386 1 4372101
www.sodobnost.com

Translation and printing grants

Slovenian Book Agency awards grants to foreign
publishers for translations of literary works by Slovene
authors. Additionally, it awards Trubar grants
that cover up to 50% of printing costs.

Contact for translation and Trubar grants:
Slovenian Book Agency
www.jakrs.si

Cover illustration: Tina Dobrajc

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does 
not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the views only of 
the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 
may be made of the information contained therein.


